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14 Because the official tests for dourine and 
glanders are performed only at the National 
Veterinary Services Laboratories in Ames, 
IA, the protocols for those tests have not 
been published and are, therefore, not avail-
able; however, copies of ‘‘Protocol for the 
Complement-Fixation Test for Equine 
Piroplasmosis’’ and ‘‘Protocol for the 
Immunno-Diffusion (Coggins) Test For 
Equine Infectious Anemia’’ may be obtained 
from the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, Veterinary Services, National 
Center for Import-Export, 4700 River Road 
Unit 38, Riverdale, MD 20737–1231. 

§ 93.308 Quarantine requirements. 
(a) Except as provided in this section 

and in § 93.324, horses intended for im-
portation into the United States from 
any part of the world shall be shipped 
directly to a port designated in §§ 93.303 
and 92.324 and be quarantined at said 
port until negative results to port of 
entry tests are obtained and the horses 
are certified by the port veterinarian 
to be free from clinical evidence of dis-
ease. 

(1) Except as provided in §§ 93.317 and 
93.324, and except with respect to 
horses from Argentina, Bermuda, and 
the British Virgin Islands, horses in-
tended for importation from the West-
ern Hemisphere shall be quarantined at 
a port designated in § 93.303 for not less 
than 7 days to be evaluated for signs of 
Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis. 

(2) Horses intended for importation 
from regions APHIS considers to be af-
fected with African horse sickness may 
enter the United States only at the 
port of New York, and must be quar-
antined at the New York Animal Im-
port Center in Newburgh, New York, 
for at least 60 days. This restriction 
also applies to horses that have 
stopped in or transited a region consid-
ered affected with African horse sick-
ness. APHIS considers the following re-
gions to be affected with African horse 
sickness: Oman, Saudi Arabia, the 
Yemen Arab Republic, and all the re-
gions on the continent of Africa except 
Morocco. 

(3) To qualify for release from quar-
antine, all horses, except horses from 
Iceland, must test negative to official 
tests for dourine, glanders, equine 
piroplasmosis, and equine infectious 
anemia.14 However, horses imported 
from Australia and New Zealand are 

exempt from testing for dourine and 
glanders. In addition, all horses must 
undergo any other tests, inspections, 
disinfections, and precautionary treat-
ments that may be required by the Ad-
ministrator to determine their freedom 
from communicable diseases. 

(4) Any quarantine period required 
for a horse shall be counted using the 
first day after arrival of the horse at 
the quarantine facility as the first day 
of quarantine and may be extended for 
such additional period as the Adminis-
trator may require to determine its 
freedom from disease. Any horse which 
is positive to any of the port of entry 
tests named in this paragraph or any 
other test required by the Adminis-
trator, or which is found by the port 
veterinarian to exhibit evidence of 
communicable disease during quar-
antine shall be refused entry into the 
United States and removed by the im-
porter to a country other than the 
United States within 10 days of the 
date that the importer is notified by 
APHIS that such horse has been re-
fused entry into the United States. 
Upon request, the Administrator may 
grant additional time for the removal 
of a horse from the United States in 
any case in which he or she determines 
that delay is unavoidable due to 
unforseen circumstances and the addi-
tional time for removal of the horse 
will not present a threat of the spread 
of communicable disease to other ani-
mals in the United States. At the op-
tion of the importer, such horse may be 
disposed of in accordance with such 
conditions as the Administrator be-
lieves necessary to prevent the dis-
semination of communicable disease 
into the United States. The importer 
shall be responsible for all costs of such 
removal or disposal. 

(b) Special provisions. Horses pre-
sented for entry into the United States 
as provided in § 93.303(e) of this part 
shall be quarantined in facilities pro-
vided by the importer and approved by 
the Administrator. Requests for ap-
proval and plans for proposed facilities 
shall be submitted no less than 15 days 
before the proposed date of entry of 
horses into the quarantine facility to 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, Veterinary Services, Na-
tional Center for Import-Export, 4700 
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15 The name and address of the Veteri-
narian in Charge of any State are available 
from the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, Veterinary Services, National 
Center for Import-Export, 4700 River Road 
Unit 38, Riverdale, Maryland 20737–1231. 

River Road, Unit 38, Riverdale, Mary-
land 20737–1231. Before the facility is 
approved, an inspection of the facility 
shall be made by a Veterinary Medical 
Officer of APHIS, to determine whether 
it complies with the standards set 
forth in paragraph (c) of this section: 
Provided, however, That approval of any 
quarantine facility and use of such fa-
cility shall be contingent upon a deter-
mination made by the Administrator 
that adequate personnel are available 
to provide services required by the fa-
cility. Approval of any facility may be 
refused and approval of any approved 
quarantine facility may be withdrawn 
at any time by the Administrator, 
upon his or her determination that any 
requirement of this section is not being 
met. Before such action is taken, the 
operator of the facility shall be in-
formed of the reasons for the proposed 
action by the Administrator and af-
forded an opportunity to present his or 
her views thereon. If there is a conflict 
as to any material fact, a hearing shall 
be held to resolve such conflict. The 
cost of the facility and all maintenance 
and operation costs of such facility 
shall be borne by the importer. 

(c) Standards and handling procedures 
for approval of quarantine facilities pro-
vided by the importer. To qualify for des-
ignation as an approved quarantine fa-
cility provided by the importer for 
horses, the facility shall be maintained 
and operated in accordance with the 
following standards: 

(1) Supervision of the facility. The fa-
cility shall be under the general super-
vision of an APHIS veterinarian. In-
spection and quarantine services shall 
be arranged by the importer of his or 
her agent with the Veterinarian in 
Charge, Veterinary Services, APHIS, 
USDA, for the State in which the ap-
proved facility is located,15 no less than 
7 days before the proposed date of 
entry of the horses into the quarantine 
facility. 

(2) Physical requirements for facilities— 
(i) Location. The facility shall be lo-
cated and constructed to prevent 

horses from having physical contact 
with animals outside the facility. 

(ii) Construction. (A) The facility 
shall be constructed only with mate-
rials that can withstand repeated 
cleaning and disinfection in accordance 
with §§ 71.7 and 71.10 of subchapter C of 
this title. (All walls, floors and ceilings 
shall be constructed of solid imper-
vious material.) 

(B) Doors, windows, and other open-
ings of the facility shall be provided 
with double screens which will prevent 
insects from entering the facility. 

(3) Sanitation and security. (i) The im-
porter shall arrange for a supply of 
water adequate to clean and disinfect 
the facility in accordance with §§ 71.7 
and 71.10 of subchapter C of this title. 

(ii) All feed and bedding used for 
horses in approved quarantine facili-
ties shall originate from an area not 
under quarantine because of cattle 
fever ticks (see §§ 72.3 and 72.5 of sub-
chapter C of this title) and shall be 
stored within the facility. 

(iii) Upon the death or destruction of 
any horse, the importer shall arrange 
for the disposal of the horse’s carcass 
by incineration. Disposal of all other 
waste removed from the facility during 
the time the horses are in quarantine 
or from horses which are refused entry 
into the United States shall be either 
by incineration or in a public sewer 
system which meets all applicable en-
vironmental quality control standards. 
Following completion of the quar-
antine period and the release of the 
horses into the United States all waste 
may be removed from the quarantine 
facility without further restriction. 

(iv) The facility shall be maintained 
and operated in accordance with any 
additional requirements the Adminis-
trator deems appropriate to prevent 
the dissemination of any commu-
nicable disease. 

(v) The facility shall comply with all 
applicable local, State and Federal re-
quirements for environmental quality. 

(4) Operational procedures—(i) Per-
sonnel. (A) Access to the facility shall 
be granted only to persons working at 
the facility or to persons specifically 
granted such access by the supervising 
APHIS veterinarian. 
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(B) The importer shall provide at-
tendants for the care and feeding of 
horses while in the quarantine facility. 

(C) Persons working in the quar-
antine facility shall not come in con-
tact with any horses outside the quar-
antine facility during the quarantine 
period for any horses in such quar-
antine facility. 

(ii) Handling of horses in quarantine. 
Horses offered for importation into the 
United States which are quarantined in 
an approved quarantine facility pro-
vided by the importer shall be handled 
in accordance with § 93.308(a) while in 
quarantine. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 93.308, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 93.309 Horse quarantine facilities. 
(a) Privately operated quarantine facili-

ties. The importer, or his or her agent, 
of horses subject to quarantine under 
the regulations in this part shall ar-
range for acceptable transportation to 
the privately operated quarantine fa-
cility and for the care, feed, and han-
dling of the horses from the time of un-
loading at the quarantine port to the 
time of release from quarantine. Such 
arrangements shall be agreed to in ad-
vance by the Administrator. All ex-
penses resulting therefrom or incident 
thereto shall be the responsibility of 
the importer; APHIS assumes no re-
sponsibility with respect thereto. The 
quarantine facility must be suitable for 
the quarantine of such horses and must 
be approved by the Administrator prior 
to the issuance of any import permit. 
The facilities occupied by horses 
should be kept clean and sanitary to 
the satisfaction of the inspector as-
signed to supervise the quarantine. If 
for any cause the care, feed, or han-
dling of horses, or the sanitation of the 
facilities, is neglected, in the opinion 
of the inspector assigned to supervise 
the quarantine, such services may be 
furnished by APHIS in the same man-
ner as though arrangements had been 
made for such services as provided by 
paragraph (b) of this section, and/or the 
horses may be disposed of as the Ad-
ministrator, may direct, including sale 

in accordance with the procedure de-
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section. 
The importer, or his or her agent, shall 
request in writing such inspection and 
other services as may be required, and 
shall waive all claim against the 
United States and APHIS or any em-
ployee of APHIS for damages which 
may arise from such services. The Ad-
ministrator, may prescribe reasonable 
rates for the services provided under 
this paragraph. When it is found nec-
essary to extend the usual minimum 
quarantine period, the importer, or his 
or her agent, shall be so advised in 
writing and shall pay for such addi-
tional quarantine and other services 
required. Payment for all services re-
ceived by the importer, or his or her 
agent, in connection with each sepa-
rate lot of horses shall be made by cer-
tified check or U.S. money order prior 
to release of the horses. If such pay-
ment is not made, the horses may be 
sold in accordance with the procedure 
described in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, or otherwise disposed of as di-
rected by the Administrator. 

(b) Quarantine facilities maintained by 
APHIS. The importer, or his or her 
agent, of horses subject to quarantine 
under the regulations in this part shall 
arrange for acceptable transportation 
to the quarantine facility, and for the 
care, feed, and handling of the horses 
from the time they arrive at the quar-
antine port to the time of release from 
quarantine. Such arrangements shall 
be agreed to in advance by the Admin-
istrator. The importer or his or her 
agent shall request in writing such in-
spection and other services as may be 
required, and shall waive all claim 
against the United States and APHIS 
or any employee of APHIS, for dam-
ages which may arise from such serv-
ices. All expenses resulting therefrom 
or incident thereto shall be the respon-
sibility of the importer; APHIS as-
sumes no responsibility with respect 
thereto. The Administrator may pre-
scribe reasonable rates for the services 
provided under this paragraph. When it 
is found necessary to extend the usual 
minimum quarantine period, the im-
porter, or his or her agent, shall be so 
advised in writing and shall pay for 
such additional quarantine and other 
services required. Payment for services 
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